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many matters. The work is introduced by an excellent chapter on the old civiliza- 
tion of Japan, followed by concise descriptions of the physical features and pro- 
ducts of the country, the Japanese race, language, religions, government, activi- 
ties, education, army and navy, life and habits. More than half of the book is 
given to the inner life of the people and its expression — their arts, literature and 
the drama, their morality and their "capacity for adapting what is good in 
foreign nations and moulding it for their own purposes." The book gains in 
interest and value because it is simply written and because its design is to show 
clearly what the people are and what their potentialities may make them. The 
artistic pictures are from Japanese originals. This is one of two or three recent 
books on Japan that are worthy of special attention as occupying a different 
plane from the many books that give merely superficial impressions of the country 
and its people. 

The Great Wall of China. By William Edgar Geil. xvi and 393 pp., 
116 Illustrations and Index. Sturgis & Walton, New York. 1909. $5. 

The illustrations are the most striking feature of this book. They show parts 
of the wall from its seaward end to the place far inland where Dr. Geil and 
the stars and stripes appear impressively against a background of "the end of 
the Great Wall." His photographs of the wall, along the hundreds of miles that 
he followed it to the west, are certainly very noteworthy. They show this tre- 
mendous work under many aspects and although Dr. Geil fails, throughout his 
large book, to give anything that approaches a systematic account either of the 
history or of the present aspects of the Great Wall, his numerous photographs 
are a valuable addition to our means of information concerning it. 

His book is extremely discursive. After telling us that, when the building of 
the Great Wall began, the Hellenic world was discussing and admiring seven 
stupendous structures, he pauses to describe the Seven Wonders of antiquity. 
Here and there, he abruptly interrupts his story to introduce extraneous matter, 
such as a facetious paragraph from an English newspaper. That he was careful 
not to take his topic too seriously seems apparent both from his text and his map. 
He shows no map of the wall as it stretches across China, but imposes the wall 
upon a map of the United States to illustrate how far inland it would extend in 
our country. Only a comparatively small part of the book is given to the story 
of his journey or to a description of the wall as he saw it. The most of it is 
history, for the compilation of which there is considerable library material. The 
author gives translations of many of the inscriptions on the wall. A note by his 
publishers emphasizes the fact that the book contains no "long, dry, detailed, 
laborious description of the various styles of wall; there are reproductions from 
photographs which will furnish the information, without encumbering the letter 
press. The illustrations should be carefully studied during the reading of the 
took." 

Die Polarwelt and ihre Nachbarlandcr. Von Otto Nordenskjold. 

vii and 220 pp., 77 Illustrations in the text, frontispiece in color and index. 

B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1909. M. 8. 

The interest in the polar world was never greater than it is to-day. With the 
present advanced knowledge of it, the fact is perhaps surprising that competent 
authorities have not yet undertaken to present in one convenient volume a good 
summarization of the enormous mass of information that has been collected. Not 
a few good books of this kind have been written about nearly all the other lands 



